THE CORE OF THE TEACHING

Indian thought and spirituality, proclaims with no un-
certain sound the gospel of human action, the ideal of
disinterested performance of social duties, nay, even,
it would seem, the quite modern ideal of social service.
To all this I can only reply that very patently and
even on the very surface of it the Gita does nothing of
the kind and that this is a modern misreading, a
reading of the modern mind into an ancient book, of
the present-day European or Europeanised intellect
into a thoroughly antique, a thoroughly Oriental and
Indian teaching. That which the Gita teaches is not
a human, but a divine action; not the performance
of social duties, but the abandonment of all other
standards of duty or conduct for a selfless performance
of the divine will working through our nature; not
social service, but the action of the Best, the God-
possessed, the Master-men done impersonally for the
sake of the world and as a sacrifice to Him who stands
behind man and Nature.

In other words, the Gita is not a book of practical
ethics, but of the spiritual life. The modern mind
is just now the European mind, such as it has become
after having abandoned not only the philosophic ideal-
ism of the highest Grasco-Roman culture from which it
started, but the Christian devotionalism of the Middle
Ages; these it has replaced by or transmuted into a
practical idealism and social, patriotic and philan-
thropic devotion. It has got rid of God or kept Him
only for Sunday use and erected in His place man as
its deity and society as its visible idol. At its best it is
practical, ethical, social, pragmatic, altruistic, humani-
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